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German militery attachee assigned to foreign countries reported. Thers, all
reporie and information originating from these military diplomats were collected;
valuable information waes transmitted to the Armed Forces High Command (Keitel),
the Armed Forces Operations Staff (Jodl), and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

' Thie branch was under the direction of Rear Admirel Buerkner who was Canaris!
deputy."

"The Centrsl Bremeh (ibhtetTums 7 —= ZentraTebtetTums) wae originally

responsible for administrative matters exclusively. Bscause of its chief's
aggrecciveness, however, this branch developed into the most important agency
of the counterintelligence office. This chief, Colonel —- later Genersl --
Oster, was the cause of the eventuasl doawnfall of military counterintelligence.”
"Before Oster became chief of the Central Branch, he had been in charge of
the EEMHYEFTHIEIXIIXINEE scction or desk responsible for counterintelligence
activities in government agencies, which was part of Eranch IIIc. In this
capacity he had made many personal contacts with chiefs of government agencies.!
"Created as e&?kentrul administrative agency, the Central Branch was at
first responsible for administering the tremendous ecunteriﬁtelligsnca
organization. Under its jurisdiction operated the comptroller, the sgents!
card index files, the legal section, and the passport agency. But Oster
enlarged hie gphere of influence. He maintained contacts with the National
Soclalist Party via Count Hellderf and to the Reich Security Office via

the chief of the criminal division, Nebe, who was in charge of Office V

(fnt ¥ —= Retehekrieimelpoitsel) — the Reich Criminal Policed
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- 30 =
wrong political decisions.”

How far the political leadership went in its attempts to influence the
reports of the attaches can be gathered from the following excerpts from a
book written by the former German militery atteche in Itely who had held thig

10
pogition for many years:
"... The relative weaknegs of the Ttalian Armed Forces was known to the
Italian leaders, and it played its part in the politieal decigiona made
in 1939."

"Only Hitler and Mugsolini refused to acknowledge thege facts. Baged
on my reports and on thoge written by other officers, the Intelligence
Branch of the Army General Staff prepared a secret staff study during
the winter 1938-39, in which the etrong points and weaknesses of the
Italisn Army and industrial capacity were established on the bagis
of factnal data. It wag not until after the war that I found out thet
Hitler haed ordered this study to be withdrawn and destroyed because
he considered it to be wrong that German military agencies be furnished

such g clear and ungatisfactory picture regarding the srmed forces of

a future ally."

"The Geperel STelff's elttemet Te srevest Hitler's Tlsestreous pelley

thta
or,glliznce 2nd of rrecipital Z war therefore CesETILLY

time effert Te feseribe Thelr's mifiters sotestheT ebjectively fnd

Frovel Ineffective.”

10 :
Enno von Rintelen, Muggolini zlp Burdesgenosse (Mussolini as Ally).

Memoirs of the German Military Attache in Rome, 1936 - 1943. P. 1li.
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